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resumed them after long intervals. His
earliest and most characteristic work, "A
Grammatical Institute," was always by him,
and the Speller, which emerged from it, be-
came of so much pecuniary importance that
it could not fail to determine in many ways
his occupation. The " Minerva " from the
first had constant advertisements both of
" A Grammatical Institute " and of the early
volume of "Dissertations"; there were fre-
quent announcements of new editions of
the Spelling-Book, and of the rate at which
it could be had in quantities. Country
merchants began to lay in supplies of Web-
ster's Spelling-Book, when they came to the
arrest trading town, as confidently as they
bonght West India goods or English tools.
"Webster gave lectures, as he traveled north
and south, upon the English language. His
reputation was forming upon this line, and
it is not unlikely that his partial failure
in political and journalistic work was due
to his identification with the occupation of
a school-master. A more complete account
would be that he did not do these things
thoroughly well, because his strongest at-
traction was in another direction. He seems,